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1.‘ \med:!.\w-lenl Party officials, who get no information beyond 25X1

what they read in the press, and the common Soviet citizen will both be ineclined

toward a belief that N.S. ¥hrushshev, now First Secretary of the Communist Party,

is fast becoming, if he is not already, the top leader within the collective

leadership. Their belier would be based upon the large amount of publicity which
Khrushchey has been receiving lately in connection with the trips he has made to

Poland, Czechoslovakia, China, Tadshikstan, Uzbekistan, and the Soviet Far East,

as well as speeches which he has besn making to various groups which are concerned

with Party as well as sconomic affairs. | 25X1

|Khrushchev has signed decrees of the Central Commitise on .
religion and Lenin's birthday as FSgcrotury of the Central Committee, Both decrees,
or declarations, have dealt with Party affairs, and therefore 25X1
it would be logical for Khrushchev to have signed them.

2.
T [ many of the trips and speeches, the

appearance of Khrushchev in the press and among the people, can be explained by the 25X1

type of leadership which Khrushchev is known to prefer. \ |even 15x1

1945-1946, when Khrushchev was working in Moscow, he was known for the "democracy"

of his leadership, his preference for getting out and talking with the people.

He is also known as an excellent speech-maker, not in any sense an intellectual or

polished speech writer, but a man with the talent to arouse the masses. Khrushchev,

because of this ability to mix with the lower Party workers and the people, has

always been a popular leader, whersas Malenkov, because of his preference for the

behind-the-scenes, Stalin-type of leadership, is not popular. \ | 25X1
since the trips that Khrushchev made were for Party or social matters, it is 25X1

logical for him to have made them.
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3. On the other hand ‘the struggle for leadershi
however well hidden, is inevitable in the USSR. For this reasonl—E’:l

|:|thireis a contest now going on in the Presidium over who
shall rule, - /
among the lower Party workers, most of whom prefer to remain uncommitted

to any faction, but probably exists between the "0ld Guard" of the Presidium
and the newer and younger members, In the "0ld Guard"
Molotov, Khrushchev, Voroshilov, Kaganovich, Mikoyan, and Shvernik, and among
the younger members, Malenkov, Saburov, and Pervukhin., In this regard] = |
when Kaganovich, in his speech before the railway workers in May
of this year, put Khrushchev before Malenkov in a sentence citing their Supreme
Soviet speeches, he was expressing the order in which he, Kaganovich, would
like to see them. ‘the 1"01d Guard" regard Malenkov as

an interloper,

h.\—ﬁthe length of time it took for Kaganovich's speech to be published
and the length of time it took for Khrushchev's speech to the Builders!

Conference in December 1954 to be published, | | the delay
was because of a desire on the part of those giving the speeches to look at
them carefully before publication. \ |speeches are generally

written by ghostwriters and are often given by the speaker without his

knowing clearly the exact words, The speaker would then probably review the
words carefully before they were printed as the official text, and the pressure
of other work might account for the delay in publication. In the case of
Khrushchev's speech in Czechoslovakis, which changed from the original live
broadcast when it was printed the next day, j;‘ ]
changes would have been made by Khrushchev himself, [ this
often happened, | 2 |there is a great deal of difference between a
spoken speech and the same speech when it is printed in an official newspaper
as a policy statment.
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